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The humble Petition of diuers afflicted W O MEN, in behalf of M: Io hn Lil- 


burn Priſoner in Newgate. 


HUMBLIE SHEWETH, 
1 ſeeing nothing is more manifeſt then that God is pleaſed often times to raiſe up the weakeſt meansto work the mighti- 


eſt effects, and inaſmuch as the holy Prophet David himſelfe was prevented, by the timely addrefſcs ofveak woman, from 
amoſt reſolved purpoſe of ſhedding of Blood: Although we have heard, to our no ſmall grief, that no word of comfort 
bath been drawn from you by all the many Petitioes preſented unto you, in behalf of Mr. Lilbrs, yes our hearts melting in ten- 
derne ſſe towards ſo great and cauſe le ſſe a ſufferer, and being aſtoniſhed with feare of the heavieſt wrath of God, if your new Au- 
thority ſhould lay its foundation in his innocent blood, whoſe lite hath eſcaped. and innocency been manifeſted in the worſt o times, 
we could not fi reto make this our lamble application nato you, beſeeching you to conſider. Whether the ſparing of blood 
be not more ſuitable to the work before you, It being denyed unto David, becauſe his hands had been dipt in blood, to build a 
Temple for the Lord: and we bhambly offer it unto you, Whether the ready pronenefle to the ſpilling of blood in the laſt Par- 
liamenc all along, although the Cauſe were iuſt , being — Srres ſome harduefle of heart, too often with delight, and ma- 
ny times with revenge, were not the maine cauſe that God forſook them, and gave them npto ſtrong deluſions, placeing their 
ſecurity in worldly policy aud outward ſtrength, and upon confidence thereof, doing all kind of injuſtice, even 2s they did to 
Mr. Lilburne in their barbarout proceedings towards him. rather then in the wayes of Chriſt , who came not to deſtroy, but ſave 
mens lives , neither did it profir thera at all either with God er man. Then their Faice was Jacobs, their tongnes and Heclata- 
tions filled ever with the Temple of the Lord,the Temple of the ford, or their frequent ſeeking of God, and holding daies of 
| their hands Were the hands of Eſau Stheir feet to fhed blood, whilft cheir ears were deaf coPetitioners and Pri- 
ſoners, the Widdow and the Fatherle(s were neglected making oo conſcieace of crampling ali the known ancient Liber- 
ties of the Nation under their feet, and putting their Wills into Lawes, u the Act for baniſhing Mr. Lillurn, infa highet meafure 
thenall che tyrants that ever were before them, uad for which they are now caſt out, as =»ſavory Salt. | N 

All chat have to ſay, us yet, ſor your ſelves, is, That they Were broken off, that you might be grafted in. Mell: breanſe of walking in 
the ways. of anbelief (ſnch are worldly policies) they Were broken off: and you ſtand by faith and a good conſcience bath tewards Ged and 
Man: Be nat high minded, but fear. For if God ſpared not the natural branches; take heed leſt he alſo ſpare net eu: Behold therefore 
the goodneſs and ſeverity of Cod: on them that fell, ſeverity : but towards you gooaneſs, if you continue in his geoaneſy , otherWiſe you alſ# 
Pall be cut off: For be is yeſterday, te d ay, and the ſame for ever. 

Al which we crave leave to alude unto in your caſe, that,jif it be poſſible, ve may prevai/e wit hi you to propoſe unto your ſelves to 
de unlize anto them in al things, not to walk in any way of their evil wayes, as in pride, in keeping at diſtance with other People, 
or in Appare/, Diet, houfing, and Fantaſtique Faſhions, complements, couches and corgees, Cloutbing in'Scar/er, and Faring de- 
liciouſſy every day, or in covetouſneſſe, advancing their eſtates, Families, and relations, upon the ruins of the People, taxing them 
without meaſurc,/aying a/ſo of heavy burdens upon them, whiiſt P hariſ ee like, they felt not the weight wich one of their fingars : 
{corned information, and deſpiſed Petitions : yen, were curne to that height, that none durft epproach their doore with ary word 
conrerning the Liberties of the Nation. Theſe things manifeltly abounded in them; bur, of any thing, we;beſeech you to watch 
over your ſelves aga;olt che ſ illing of Blood, eſpecially of the bed of the Innocent, which cryeth alond ſor vengearce in the eares 
of God, 

And truly we cannet peſaibly concerve, bat in your permitting AM. Lilburn to be impriſoned, and tobe put upon his Tryal for his life upen 
that ſordid aud growndleſs inſnaring AT of theirs, you are ſo far guilty of the expo 7 tunoc ent blood to an urjnſt hazard: and if the ny 
ſbould be ſo far miſled iu their fudgments, a1 19 find him guilty therewpon, as ſurely none that have any ſpark of conſcience Will as, jeu Can- 
vet be acquitted in the ſight of God ; For you ought to repeal that blend Act, and deliver him out of that ſnare, it being the moſt unheard of 
oruelty that ever was. that that Parliament ſha' ve juſtiſia4by you, voting a mans eſtate from him, his perſonto baniſhment, and enatling him 
tobe 4 Felon, for what in it ſtif was at the meſs but 4 Treſpaſs , and a Fury tobe countenanced, exconraged, yet terrified With a party of horſe 
ro find him guilty of Felony therexpon. 

You ſee the thing 1s ſo groſs, that even Women perceive theevil of it: We beg you therefore , ar upon our knees, nat to perſiſt 
in your reſolution of mes good an »n Att ſo neterionſly evil: and that you Wil nor do the leſs) becauſe petitioned, another mortall 
diſeaſe of your Predeceſſors, nor abher to charge your purpoſe ence taken, thoughnever ſo pernicious, an evil ſpirit Which led the 
late Kieg, Biſhops, Lords, an4 Prelatical Clergy and Wil as mary as uſe it, to wnaveidable rnin but that yow Would be pleaſed 
to put a flop ro A. Lillburns Trya!, ute nate full inqwiry into the whole matter ivpon which the late Parliament grounded 
their un j ft Sentence and Aft, F And Jour Petitiene rs fbal pray, &c. 


